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Water is Central 
to Achieving
All Sustainable 
Development 
Goals



Foundations for 
Action from the High 
Level Panel on Water

• High Level Panel on Water was 
convened by the President of the 
World Bank and the UN Secretary 
General in 2016

• Findings report released in March 
2018

• Provides advice for reaching the 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
including actions to be taken at the 
regional and transboundary levels

• See:  
https://sustainabledevelopment.un
.org/HLPWater



Foundation for 
Action Area 1:  
Understand Water



The lifespan of all near-polar orbiting, land 
imaging civilian satellites shown in chronological 
order

Source:  Belward, Alan S. and Jon O.Skøien, 2015. Who launched what, 
when and why; trends in global land-cover observation capacity from 
civilian earth observation satellites.  





Understand Water:  Questions 
for the Mekong Basin 

Could a regional organization such as 
the MRC serve as a clearinghouse to 
host real-time data services for water 
monitoring?



Foundation for 
Action Area 2:  
Value Water



Value Water:  Question for 
the Mekong Basin 

• Is there new collaborative 
processes, such as a joint basin 
scenario analysis, which all Mekong 
countries can undertake together to 
better understand and 
accommodate the value that each 
country places on water?



Foundation for Action Area 3:  Manage Water
New opportunities for transboundary water management can be created 

by making sure all countries benefit from joint engagement



Example:  Zambezi Basin

• 2011 – Study shows Governments of Zambia and Zimbabwe size 
of losses from non-cooperation in management of Kariba 
Hydroelectric Scheme ($7 billion in elec. sales and $45 billion in 
economic losses)

• 2012 – Zambia and Zimbabwe agree to settle colonial era debts, 
paving way for joint water management of Kariba Hydro Electric 
Scheme

• 2013 – Zambia and Zimbabwe begin to pursue joint rehab of the 
Kariba hydroelectric scheme



Manage Water:  Question for 
the Mekong Basin 

• Where do operational water 
management opportunities exist  to 
create benefits for all riparians?



New World Bank Resource:  Promoting 
Development in Shared River Basins

• Relevant knowledge and tools 
for achieving SDGs related to transboundary waters

• Guidance Framework:
3-stage process/5 dimensions

• 101 Tools with corresponding 
real-world examples

• 6 Detailed Case Studies from 
international experience

• Target audience: countries, development partners, 
practitioners

Available at:  
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/29462

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/29462


Summary:  Questions for the 
Mekong Basin 

1. Understand Water:  Could a regional 
organization such as the MRC serve as a 
clearinghouse to host real-time data 
services for water monitoring?

2. Value Water:  Is there new collaborative 
processes, such as joint basin scenario 
analysis, which all Mekong countries can 
undertake together to better understand 
and accommodate the value that each 
country places on water?

3. Manage Water:  Where do operational 
water management opportunities exist  to 
create benefits for all riparians?


